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3.5 Environment and Sustainability

[bookmark: _n31jk43i55ah]Policy Statement
At Nutley Preschool, we are committed to promoting environmental awareness and sustainable practices in all aspects of our setting. We recognise the critical role that early years education plays in fostering a lifelong respect for the environment. Through curriculum, operations, and community engagement, we aim to reduce our ecological footprint and instil sustainable values in our children.
[bookmark: _ge4h941terv]Legal and Regulatory Framework
This policy is guided by:
· The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework, which encourages understanding of the world and care for living things.
· The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as referenced by UK education policy guidance.
· Local authority waste and sustainability guidance.
· The Environmental Protection Act 1990 and related UK environmental legislation.

[bookmark: _al4yybvxq1fd]Aims and Objectives
We aim to:
· Promote environmental awareness among children, staff, and families.
· Reduce waste and increase recycling and re-use of materials.
· Conserve energy and water within the preschool environment.
· Use sustainable and ethically sourced resources where possible.
· Encourage outdoor play and nature-based learning.
· Partner with local and national initiatives to support environmental responsibility.


Procedures
[bookmark: _k6clvmxj7kki]Curriculum Integration
· Children will be encouraged to explore nature, care for plants and animals, and understand environmental concepts through age-appropriate activities.
· Staff will integrate sustainability themes such as recycling, gardening, and caring for living things into everyday learning.

[bookmark: _saqlh3ogpxb6]Operational Practices
· We will reduce single-use plastics and favour biodegradable or reusable materials.
· Recycling bins will be available and clearly labelled for staff and children.
· Printing and use of paper will be minimised, and digital communication will be encouraged.
· Water conservation practices, such as turning off taps and using water butts for gardening, will be implemented.

[bookmark: _hwd6451pxkxw]Designated Environmental and Sustainability Lead
· A designated Environment and Sustainability Lead will be appointed from the staff team.
 This individual will be responsible for:

· Leading sustainability initiatives.
· Monitoring environmental impact and identifying areas for improvement.
· Providing training and guidance to staff and engaging children in eco-friendly practices.
· Acting as the point of contact for environmental partnerships and reporting progress to management.
[bookmark: _tjkthe42tvqw]Engagement and Community Involvement
· We will involve families and the wider community in our sustainability efforts through events, communication, and shared projects (e.g. recycling drives, gardening days).
· Children will be encouraged to take responsibility for their environment, both within and beyond the preschool setting.



[bookmark: _it9ec2crs44w]Monitoring and Review
· This policy will be reviewed annually by management and the Environmental and Sustainability Lead, and updated as necessary to reflect new practices, technologies, or regulations.
· Progress will be shared with staff and families through regular updates and notices.

May 2025
image1.jpg
Little doors

Nutley Preschool Playgroup




