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1.7 Safeguarding Children and Child Protection

Policy Statement

Nutley Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. We work in partnership with children, parents, and the wider community to ensure that all children have the best possible start in life. Our procedures reflect current UK legislation and statutory guidance, including:

· Children Act 1989 and 2004
· Children and Social Work Act 2017
· Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018, updated 2023)
· Keeping Children Safe in Education (latest version)
· Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR
· Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (Prevent Duty)

Procedures

Staff and Volunteers
The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is the Manager, Emma Martin. The Deputy DSL is Lisa Bills the Committee Safeguarding Officer is the Chairperson.
All staff complete safeguarding training and receive regular updates.
As a basic minimum of safeguarding training, all staff and the committee safeguarding lead, shall annually complete their basic Safeguarding training, Prevent Duty training and Child Sexual Exploitation training, through ESCC.  The DSL will attend refresher training at least every 2 years, as well as any other training as necessary.
Safeguarding policies and procedures are shared with all staff, volunteers, parents, and visitors.
A Mobile Phone and Camera Use Policy is issued at registration and explained during visits and events.
Safer recruitment practices are followed, including DBS checks, identity verification, references, and qualifications.
All roles are exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974, and candidates must disclose relevant information.
We comply with the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and Childcare Disqualification Regulations to prevent unsuitable individuals from working with children.
Staff must disclose any criminal history or safeguarding concerns during employment.
Volunteers are supervised at all times.
We maintain secure records of staff vetting, including DBS details.
Visitors are recorded, and access is controlled for child safety.
Parental consent is required for photography or video for developmental use. External photographers require written parental permission.
Images of children must not be published by parents on social media or other public platforms.

Responding to Suspicions of Abuse
· Abuse may take the form of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, or neglect.
· Indicators may include behavioural changes, disclosures, physical signs, or concerning comments.
· We consider parental capacity and risk factors such as domestic abuse, mental health, substance misuse, or disability.
· Staff are aware of specific safeguarding concerns including:

· Fabricated or induced illness;
· Abuse linked to beliefs (e.g., spirit possession);
· Online abuse and child sexual exploitation;
· Female Genital Mutilation (FGM);
· Radicalisation and extremism;
· Forced marriage, honour-based violence, and trafficking.

· Concerns are discussed with the DSL and recorded promptly in the child’s file.
· Referrals are made to East Sussex Children’s Services or, if needed, the police, in line with East Sussex Safeguarding Children Partnership (ESSCP) procedures.
· We do not question children or lead their responses.
· Young people aged 16–19 are safeguarded under the same principles. Information may be shared without consent if necessary to prevent harm or a serious crime.

Recording Suspicions and Disclosures
· Staff listen calmly, reassure the child, and avoid questioning.
· A factual, signed and dated written record is made, including:

· The date/time;
· Exact words used;
· Actions taken;
· Names of all present.

· Records are stored confidentially and shared only on a need-to-know basis.
· DSL is informed immediately.
· ESSCP guidance is followed for any additional recording requirements.

Making a Referral
· All referrals follow the procedures set out by East Sussex Safeguarding Children Partnership.
· Referral forms and local procedures are kept with this policy.

Informing Parents
· We aim to involve parents in concerns unless doing so could increase risk to the child.
· Parents are informed when concerns are logged unless advised otherwise by Children’s Services or police.
· In cases of suspected abuse by a parent/carer, we defer notification to the investigating agency.

Liaison with Other Agencies
· We follow the latest Working Together to Safeguard Children guidance and local partnership procedures.
· We maintain up-to-date contact details for social workers, emergency duty teams, and the NSPCC.
· We notify Ofsted of any serious incident or safeguarding allegation within 14 days, as required by the EYFS Statutory Framework and Ofsted regulations.

Operation Encompass
Nutley Pre School is now part of Operation Encompass which has been recently made accessible to Early Years Settings.

Operation Encompass is a partnership between police and schools to support children and young people who have been exposed to domestic abuse or other forms of adverse childhood experiences. The partnership enables police forces to share information about settings about incidents of domestic abuse involving their pupils, so that settings can offer immediate and appropriate support.

Being part of this nationwide initiative means our rigorous Safeguarding protocols are further built upon. Our Designated Safeguarding lead has completed the relevant training.

To find out more about Operation Encompass please visit: https://www.operationencompass.org/
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