[image: ]


2.9 Extreme Weather Policy
Little Deers Nutley Preschool
Policy adopted: 06/07/2026
Date for review: 01/07/2027
Person responsible: Preschool Manager / Committee Chair

Policy statement
Little Deers Nutley Preschool will remain open wherever it is safe and reasonable to do so. However, extreme weather can create risks for children, staff, families and visitors. Where weather conditions affect the safety, welfare or operation of the setting, we may restrict outdoor play, stop using part of the building, delay opening, close early or close temporarily.
The safety and wellbeing of children will always be our main priority.
Aim
This policy sets out how the preschool will respond to extreme weather, including: extreme heat, cold weather, snow and ice, storms, lightning and high winds, heavy rain and flooding, weather-related power, heating or water failure, unsafe access to or from the setting.
This policy should be read alongside the setting’s policies on Hot Weather, First Aid, Health and Safety, Risk Assessment, Recording and Reporting, Attendance and Uncollected Child.
Responsibilities
The Preschool Manager, or Deputy Manager in their absence, is responsible for monitoring weather conditions and making day-to-day decisions about safety.
Where possible, decisions to delay opening, close early or close the setting will be made in consultation with the Committee Chair or nominated committee member.
Staff are responsible for following this policy, raising concerns promptly, supervising children safely, and monitoring children for signs of discomfort, illness, overheating or cold.
Parents and carers are responsible for ensuring emergency contact details are up to date, providing suitable clothing, and collecting children promptly if the setting needs to close early.
Monitoring and decision-making
The Manager or Deputy Manager will consider: Met Office weather warnings, UKHSA heat or cold weather alerts, local East Sussex travel, flooding or closure information, indoor room temperatures, safety of outdoor areas, entrances and exits, availability of heating, water, toilets, power and ventilation, staff availability and required ratios, availability of a paediatric first aider, the needs of children who may be more vulnerable due to age, SEND or medical needs.
The setting will remain open where safe controls can be put in place. Closure will only be used where risks cannot be managed safely.
Temperature guidance
Indoor temperatures will be monitored during very hot or cold weather.
Hot weather
· At 24°C internally or above, hot weather controls will begin.
· At 26°C internally or above, the Manager or Deputy Manager will complete a dynamic risk assessment, if the temperature remains high after controls, the affected room should not be used for normal play unless children can be kept safe and comfortable.
· At 28°C internally or above, or during a Red Heat-Health Alert or Met Office Red warning, there will be a strong presumption of partial or full closure unless a written risk assessment confirms safe operation.
Hot weather controls may include regular drinks, shade, reduced physical activity, closing blinds, using cooler rooms, adjusting ventilation, avoiding outdoor play during the hottest part of the day, and monitoring children closely.
Cold weather
· Below 18°C, staff will increase heating where possible, use warmer rooms and monitor children’s comfort.
· Below 16°C, the affected room should not be used for normal play unless the temperature can be quickly restored. If no alternative warm and safe space is available, the setting should close or request early collection.
Cold weather controls may include using warmer rooms, keeping doors closed, checking heating, ensuring children wear suitable clothing, avoiding unsafe outdoor areas, and monitoring children closely.
Communication with parents and carers
Where severe weather is forecast, the setting may send a warning message to parents and carers.
If the setting needs to close before opening, we will aim to inform parents and staff by 7:30am, or as soon as reasonably possible.
If conditions worsen during the session, parents and carers will be contacted and asked to collect children promptly.
Communication will be sent through the preschool’s usual communication channels.

Extreme weather action plan
	Situation
	Action to be taken

	Severe weather forecast
	Manager or Deputy checks Met Office, UKHSA and local updates. Staff and parents are warned if disruption is possible.

	Hot weather forecast
	Prepare water, shade, sunscreen arrangements, ventilation and cooler spaces. Reduce vigorous physical activity.

	Indoor temperature reaches 24°C
	Begin hot weather controls. Encourage regular water. Use shade, blinds, ventilation and cooler areas where possible.

	Indoor temperature reaches 26°C
	Manager or Deputy completes a dynamic risk assessment. Increase monitoring and consider moving children to a cooler area. Stop using the affected room unless children can be kept safe and comfortable. Consider partial closure, early collection or full closure if no cooler safe space is available.

	Indoor temperature reaches 30°C or Red Heat-Health Alert / Met Office Red warning
	Strong presumption of closure or early closure unless a written risk assessment confirms the setting can operate safely.

	Room temperature falls below 18°C
	Increase heating where possible. Use warmer rooms and monitor children’s comfort.

	Room temperature falls below 16°C
	Complete a dynamic risk assessment. Stop using the affected room unless the temperature can be quickly restored. If no alternative warm and safe space is available, close the setting or request early collection.

	Snow or ice
	Assess staff travel, ratios, first aid cover, entrances, exits, paths, car park and outdoor areas. Delay opening, restrict areas or close if access is unsafe.

	Storms, lightning or high winds
	Keep children indoors where necessary. Avoid trees, loose structures and outdoor play. Close if the building or access routes become unsafe.

	Heavy rain or flooding
	Check entrances, exits, toilets, electrics and access routes. Move children away from affected areas. Close or request early collection if safety cannot be maintained.

	Power, heating or water failure
	Assess whether toilets, drinking water, heating, lighting, food hygiene and communication can be maintained. Close if children’s welfare cannot be safely supported.

	Staff unable to travel safely
	Check ratios and paediatric first aid cover. Use available staff safely or delay opening, restrict attendance or close.

	Child becomes unwell due to heat or cold
	Follow First Aid procedures. Move the child to a safer area, contact parents and seek medical help if required. Call 999 in an emergency.

	Decision to close before opening
	Manager consults Chair where possible, informs staff and parents, and records the decision.

	Decision to close during a session
	Children are kept safe and supervised. Parents are contacted for prompt collection. Collection procedures continue to apply.

	After any closure or serious weather incident
	Manager records the incident, actions taken and any lessons learned. Committee reviews whether the policy or procedures need updating.



Records
The Manager or Deputy Manager will record: weather conditions and warnings, temperature readings where relevant, risk assessments and decisions, communication with parents and staff, any accidents, incidents or first aid, closure or early collection decisions.
Records will be kept in line with the setting’s Recording and Reporting procedures.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner following an extreme weather incident, closure, near miss, serious accident, or change in national or local guidance.
image1.jpg
Little doors

Nutley Preschool Playgroup




